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Transition to School Policy  

Transitions are times when children move between and adapt to different spaces or places and with 

different people, experiences, expectations and routines. The term encompasses regular transitions 

across a day and those that occur at significant times in children’s lives such as starting in an education 

and care service or starting full-time school (EYLF, p. 16). 
 

National Quality Standards (NQS) 

Quality Area 6: Partnership with Families  

6.3.2 Continuity of learning and transitions for each child are supported by sharing relevant 

information and clarifying responsibilities. 

6.3.3 Access to inclusion and support assistance is facilitated 

6.3.4 The service builds relationships and engages with their local community. 

 

PURPOSE 

Effective transition practices have, as their base, a commitment to building secure, respectful and 

reciprocal relationships. One outcome of such relationships is that all participants regard themselves – 

and other participants – as valued members of the school community. (Dockett & Perry, 2001).  

 

Transition from early childhood to primary school is an important milestone for children. A positive 

experience that has long term benefits for future learning and relationships. Our Service aims to support 

children and families by strengthening the development and delivery of transition programs, providing a 

shared understanding between our Service and local primary schools about what is important for children 

and their families during the transition to school progression.  We believe it is vital to enhance children’s 

social and emotional development to ensure a successful transition to school by developing their skills, 

abilities and individuality which promote children’s ability to become prosperous learners.    

 

SCOPE 

This policy applies to staff, management and visitors  

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Children are faced with several transitional changes during early childhood. This includes orientating 

children into early childhood, transitioning between routines and rooms, and then to primary school. 

Children respond in different ways to transitions - some with confidence and others with hesitation. 

Children’s confidence will be enhanced when changes happen gradually and when time is prioritised to 

support these transitions with sensitivity planning and preparation.  
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This first experience children have of school has a great impact on their progress and future schooling 

(Margetts, K. 2007). For many children the change of setting and sense of moving on acts as a stimulus for 

development but if they find this change too abrupt there is a risk that the child will regress (Bennett, J 

2007). 

 

Our school readiness program refers to daily-programmed activities and experiences that are 

implemented throughout the year, encouraging the developmental skills that are optimal for children to 

retain before commencing school. For children attending school the following year, we will implement a 

‘transition to school program’ which is additional activities and experiences offered to children to help 

prepare them for a smooth transition to a school environment.  

 

Transition to School Program 

To ensure the transition to school is a positive experience for children and families, we will implement a 

range of activities and experiences that may include, but is not limited to: 

 

 Visits by children to local primary care 

 Family information sessions 

 Visits from Primary School Teachers and/or Principles  

 Exchanging information about a child’s learning and development  

 Networking with Educators, Primary School Teacher and Principles. 

 School Readiness Checklists 

 Alphabet and Number recognition  

 Shapes and Colour recognition  

 Social and Emotional enhancement  

 Pre-Writing Development  

 Name writing and recognition  

 Concentrating on the task at hand  

 Determination when faced with complications 

 Responding positively to new situations 

 Taking responsibility for their behaviour as it impacts on others in the group 

 Developing the communication skills necessary for group or individual play  

 Developing positive feelings about themselves and others  

 Experiencing a sense of self-satisfaction resulting from achievement. 
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Management will: 

 Establish methods across our Service to ensure there is continuity of learning when children 

transition to school. 

 

Educators will:  

 Incorporate transition to school into the daily program by encouraging children to think and talk 

about school by exploring various elements of primary school. (This may include uniforms, eating 

packed lunches, talking about school and how a school environment is different.)  

 Talk with children about starting school, respecting any concerns and communicating these to 

families.  

 Communicate with families to ensure we meet the individual strengths and needs of the children and 

families. 

 Consider family priorities and any concerns about the transition process. Each families cultural and 

linguistic needs will be respected, along with family diversity.  

 Develop a program to ensure a smooth transition for children from the education and care 

environment to the school environment. The program requires both parent and educator support for 

the child. This cooperation will ensure the best possible environment for children’s transition. 

 Contemplate the individual rest or sleep needs of children in the months leading up to the 

transitioning to school and whether a reduction in sleep times may prepare some children for the 

longer school day routine. Children will continue to have rest periods and quiet activities during the 

day. Beds will be available for any child who requires rest or sleep. 

 Emphasis school readiness across each developmental area throughout the day. Children will be 

encouraged to extend their knowledge through their interests in which educators will assist children 

to challenge their skills regularly. 

 Repeatedly discuss children’s development and readiness for school with families  

 Support each family’s decision about when to send children to school, acknowledging the QLD 

Department of Education and Training’s policy that “children must turn five by July 31 in the year 

they start Kindergarten. All children in NSW must start school by their Fifth birthday”.  

 Develop an information package for families about the transition to school. This will include 

information on school readiness skills, how to support children and what to expect with the transition 
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process. This package will be reviewed annually to meet the needs of the families and to integrate 

efficient information from local schools. 

 Be supported to access and attend professional development opportunities to ensure current 

knowledge and practice regarding transition to school. 

 Facilitate relationships and networking with local schools to support children and families with the 

transition process and to open lines of communication. The importance of school preparation 

through school visits, orientation days and meeting the Kindergarten teachers will be regularly 

promoted. 

 Facilitate each child’s development as a capable learner 

 Be well planned and effectively evaluated 

 Be flexible and responsive 

 Take into account contextual aspects of community, and of individual families and children within 

that community. 

(Adapted from Transitions to School: Perceptions, Expectations and Experiences by Sue Dockett and 

Bob Perry) 

 

Transition to School Statement  

The QLD Transition to School Statement is a practical and simple tool designed to enable information to 
be shared between families, early childhood services and schools. 

The Statement is completed by the child's early childhood educator in cooperation with the family.  All 
information is provided voluntarily. The Statement is communicated to the child's intended school where 
it provides the school and teachers with information they can use in planning and preparing for the child's 
arrival and transition into the new learning environment.  

Use of the Statement is optional. Our Service, in collaboration with the family will make the decision 
about whether to prepare a Statement, and the family will choose whether to make it available to the 
child's intended school and teacher. 
 

 

QUEENSLAND (QLD)  

 Children can start prep (non-compulsory) if they turn 5 by 30th June that year. To enter Year 1 

(compulsory) children must turn 6 before 30th June that year.  

 Queensland Government – Department of Education and Training 
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http://www.deta.qld.gov.au/earlychildhood/about/successful-transitions/index.html  

https://www.qld.gov.au/education/schools/find/enrolment/pages/age.html 

Source 

 Australian Children’s Education & Care Quality Authority. (2014).  

 Guide to the Education and Care Services National Law and the Education and Care Services 

National Regulations 2015,  

 ECA Code of Ethics. 

 Guide to the National Quality Standard.  

 Board of Studies  

https://k6.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/go/parents/transition-to-school   

 NSW Government – Department of Education and Community Services  

http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and-accreditation/early-childhood-

education-care/funding/funding-projects/transition-to-school 

 National Quality Standard Professional Learning Program Newsletter No.70 – Transitions: 

Moving in, moving up and moving on 

 NSW Department of Community Services – School Readiness – 

 www.community.nsw.gov. au/DOCSWR/_assets/main/documents/school_ readiness.pdf  

 NSW Public Schools – 

 www.schools.nsw.edu. au/gotoschool/primary/startingschool.php  

 Australian Research Alliance for Children & Youth – School Readiness –Various school 

readiness papers – 

 www.aracy.org.au 

 Transition to School Resource 

http://www.transitiontoschoolresource.org.au/tts-content/considering-when-to-start-school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://k6.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/go/parents/transition-to-school
http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and-accreditation/early-childhood-education-care/funding/funding-projects/transition-to-school
http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and-accreditation/early-childhood-education-care/funding/funding-projects/transition-to-school
http://www.aracy.org.au/
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DEVELOPMENTAL MILESTONE CHECKLIST – 3-5 Years 

Child’s Name: Age: Date: 

Educator Name:   

 

DEVELOPMENTAL 
AREA 

OBSERVED LINK TO EYLF & NQS COMMENTS 

Physical   Dresses and undresses with little help 

 Hops, jumps and runs with ease 

 Climbs steps with alternating feet 

 Gallops and skips by leading with one 
foot 

 Transfers weight forward to throw ball 

 Attempts to catch ball with hands 

 Climbs playground equipment with 
increasing agility 

 Holds crayon/pencil etc. between 
thumb and first two fingers 

 Exhibits hand preference 

 Imitates variety of shapes in drawing, 
e.g. circles 

 Independently cuts paper with scissors 

 Toilet themselves 

 Feeds self with minimum spills 

 Dresses/undresses with minimal 
assistance 

 Walks and runs more smoothly 

EYLF Outcome 3: Children 
have a strong sense of 
wellbeing - Children take 
increasing responsibility 
for their own health and 
physical wellbeing. E.g. 
“Promote continuity of 
children’s personal health 
and hygiene by sharing 
ownership of routines and 
schedules with children, 
families and the 
community.” (p.32) 
 
NQS: Areas 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 
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 Enjoys learning simple rhythm and 
movement routines 

 Develops ability to toilet train at night 

 

Social  Enjoys playing with other children 

 May have a particular friend 

 Shares, smiles and cooperates with 
peers 

 Jointly manipulates objects with one or 
two other peers 

 Develops independence and social skills 
they will use for learning and getting on 
with others at preschool and school 

 

EYLF Outcome 1: Children 
have a strong sense of 
identity - Children learn to 
interact in relation to 
others with care, empathy 
and respect. E.g.” express 
a wide range of emotions, 
thoughts and views 
constructively.” (p.24) 
NQS: Areas 1, 5, 6 

 

Emotional  Understands when someone is hurt and 
comforts them 

 Attains gender stability (sure she/he is a 
girl/boy) 

 May show stronger preference for 
same-sex playmates 

 May enforce gender-role norms with 
peers 

 May show bouts of aggression with 
peers 

 Likes to give and receive affection from 
parents  

 May praise themselves and be boastful 

EYLF Outcome 2: Children 
are connected with and 
contribute to their world - 
Children respond to 
diversity with respect. E.g. 
“plan experiences and 
provide resources that 
broaden children’s 
perspectives and 
encourage appreciation of 
diversity.” (p.27) 
NQS: Areas 1, 2, 5, 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cognitive   Understands opposites (e.g. 
big/little) and positional words 
(middle, end) 

 Uses objects and materials to build 
or construct things, e.g. block tower, 
puzzle, clay, sand and water 

 Builds tower eight to ten blocks 

 Answers simple questions 

 Counts five to ten things 

 Has a longer attention span 

 Talks to self during play - to help 
guide what he/she does 

 Follows simple instructions 

 Follows simple rules and enjoys 
helping 

 May write some numbers and letters 

 Engages in dramatic play, taking on 
pretend character roles 

 Recalls events correctly 

 Counts by rote, having memorised 
numbers 

EYLF Outcome 5: Children 
are effective 
communicators - Children 
express ideas and make 
meaning using a range of 
media. E.g. “use language 
and engage in play to 
imagine and create roles, 
scripts, and ideas.” (p.42) 
NQS: Areas 1, 5 
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 Touches objects to count - starting to 
understand relationship between 
numbers and objects 

 Can recount a recent story 

 Copies letters and may write some 
unprompted 

 Can match and name some colours 

 

Language  Speaks in sentences and use many 
different words 

 Answers simple questions 

 Asks many questions 

 Tells stories 

 Talks constantly 

 Enjoys talking and may like to 
experiment with new words 

 Uses adult forms of speech 

 Takes part in conversations 

 Enjoys jokes, rhymes and stories 

 Will assert self with words 

EYLF Outcome 5: Children 
are effective 
communicators - Children 
use information and 
communication 
technologies to access 
information, investigate 
ideas and represent their 
thinking. E.g. “Provide 
children with access to a 
range of technologies.” 
(p.44) 
NQS: Areas 1, 5, 6, 7 

 

Seek advice if  Is not understood by others 

 Has a speech fluency problem or 
stammering 

 Is not playing with other children 

 Is not able to have a conversation 

 Is not able to go to the toilet or wash 
him/herself 

 

NQS: Areas 1,5,6,7 
 

 

 

 


